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Summary 

The Philippines celebrated Maritime and Archipelagic Awareness Month (MANAMo) throughout 
September. President Marcos Jr. made two noteworthy state visits to Singapore and Indonesia in early 
September and later an official visit to the United States (US) to attend the 77th United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA). 
 
Meanwhile the successful counter-offensive of Ukraine has forced Russia into calling reservists, and to 
depend on its relationship with China. China has relentlessly defended its position regarding Taiwan, 
notably complaining after US President Biden once again pledged to come to Taiwan’s defense. 
 
The Philippines also joined the world in mourning over the death of Queen Elizabeth II of the United 
Kingdom. 
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The Philippines celebrated Maritime and Archipelagic Awareness Month (MANAMo) throughout September. 
President Marcos Jr. made two noteworthy state visits to Singapore and Indonesia in early September and later an 
official visit to the United States (US) to attend the 77th United Nations General Assembly (UNGA). 
 
Meanwhile the successful counter-offensive of Ukraine has forced Russia into calling reservists, and to depend on 
its relationship with China. China has relentlessly defended its position regarding Taiwan, notably complaining after 
US President Biden once again pledged to come to Taiwan’s defense. 
 
The Philippines also joined the world in mourning over the death of Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom. 
 
Marcos makes his mark? 
 
The President's first state visit was to Indonesia where he and Indonesian President Jokowi signed agreements 
including a plan to cooperate from 2022 to 2027 and a renewal of the 1997 defense agreement, stating a 
commitment to regional stability through ASEAN. Cooperation with Indonesia also extended to food security and 
discussion on how to address overlapping maritime claims. President Marcos then visited Singapore where a number 
of deals were signed which included counterterrorism, digital cooperation, and development of New Clark City. The 
Philippines and Singapore agreed on the need for the Code of Conduct (COC) in the South China Sea. Together, 
President Marcos is reported to have secured approximately ₱804.78 billion in investments. 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2022/sep/08/queen-elizabeth-dies-key-moments-from-a-dramatic-day
https://www.thejakartapost.com/world/2022/09/05/jokowi-marcos-jr-sign-defense-agreement-vow-to-protect-regional-stability.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/9/5/Philippines-Indonesia-Bongbong-Marcos-state-visit.html
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/206390/1997-ph-indonesia-defense-agreement-to-be-renewed-during-marcos-state-visit-dfa
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/9/5/marcos-widodo-asean-volatile-geopolitics.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/9/7/Marcos-Widodo-Indonesia-fishery-industry-galunggong.html
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/206526/bongbong-marcos-ph-indonesia-border-deal-in-2014-can-be-template-to-end-sea-row-with-china
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/206526/bongbong-marcos-ph-indonesia-border-deal-in-2014-can-be-template-to-end-sea-row-with-china
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/9/7/Marcos-Singapore-state-visit-bilateral-agreements-signed.html
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/206512/lorenzana-ph-to-partner-with-singaporean-firm-to-develop-clark-air-base
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/9/7/Marcos-Singapore-state-visit-South-China-Sea-Myanmar.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/business/2022/9/7/Marcos-secures-investment-pledges-Indonesia-Singapore.html
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Later in the month, President Marcos traveled to the US to participate in the UNGA. There he met with several 
business leaders, he called for the maximization of economic ties and called for a peaceful end to current tensions 
and ongoing conflicts. Beforehand, he had stated that he cannot imagine a future for the Philippines that did not 
have the US as a partner. He emphasized this again with a bilateral dialogue with President Biden, the first since 
2010. President Marcos assured the US that “we [the Philippines] are your partners, we are your allies, we are your 
friends.” The president’s trip to the US was lauded as a success, his participation was praised as symbolizing the role 
of the Philippines in advancing peace. The trip is estimated to have garnered nearly $4 billion in investments from 
multiple sectors; one of these is from the tech sector, which the president had previously emphasized the 
importance of. 
 
The Marcos administration continues to balance its relations with China and the US. In early September, US Defense 
Secretary Lloyd Austin III assured the Philippines that their commitment was “ironclad” – a sentiment reaffirmed 
personally by President Biden. The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) conducted search-and-rescue exercises with the US 
Coast Guard. The US also conducted training on chemical, biological, radioactive, and nuclear incidents. 
 
While the Marcos administration has filed over 52 diplomatic protests, some critics including the president’s sister - 
Senator Imee Marcos - asked if these were effective. The PCG Commandant Admiral Artemio Abu responded that 
Philippine protocols and policies are consistent with the administration’s sovereignty defense through diplomatic 
means. China has remarked that a “golden era” of relations can come about under the current administration. 
Indeed, the Marcos administration has not dismissed the idea of joint exploration in the South China Sea. 
 
International commitments – To be or not to be? 
 
China was less amicable to the US. The US made several waves regarding Taiwan: the approval of the $1.1 billion 
arms package and the passage at the Senate committee level of the Taiwan Policy Act (which would bolster Taiwan’s 
membership in international organizations; celebrated by Taiwan). China took particular issue with President Biden’s 
60 Minutes interview when he affirmed US protection of Taiwan if subjected to an “unprecedented attack”. China 
complained about this statement. President Biden’s recent remarks have further confused the perception of US 
policy over Taiwan, especially after the US government backtracked him again. 
 
Taiwan is attempting to step up its presence on the world stage, asking for the assistance of neighboring states such 
as the Philippines. French lawmakers visited in early September, the fourth such visit within a year. Taiwan’s defense 
remains at the forefront: Robert Tsao, Taiwan’s most successful businessmen and founder of the major microchip 
maker United Microelectronics Corp., announced the funding of three million “civilian warriors.” Taiwanese 
President Tsai remarked that China’s repeated drills have improved Taiwan’s defenses. Taiwan also welcomed the 
joint passage of US and Canadian ships through the Strait. 
 
Meanwhile, Russia’s losses in its war with Ukraine coupled with the effects of sustained economic sanctions have 
forced a turn to North Korea and China. Russian President Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping met and agreed to 
work together on “respective core interests.” This was President Xi’s first visit outside of China since the onset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. China also participated in Vostok 2022, Russia’s annual military exercises. 
 
North Korea passed a law that allowed a preventive nuclear strike, which Kim Jong-Un summed as: “The status of 
our country as a nuclear weapons state has become irreversible.” North Korea’s delegation at the UN blamed US-led 
military buildup for the policy change. At the UNGA, the leaders of South Korea and Japan spoke and agreed to 
improve relations, with North Korea as a pressing issue. The US and South Korea conducted naval drills after North 
Korea test fired a ballistic missile into the Sea of Japan. 
 
Analysis: End of an Era? 
 
With the actions of Russia in Ukraine and China in the Indo-Pacific, that rules-based international order is under 
threat. This order has brought about an era of peace since the end of the Second World War – one that has partially 
defined the second Elizabethan era. The behavior and attitude of states, most especially in the face of challenging 

https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/9/22/Marcos-meetings-business-leaders-Tony-Blair.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/9/22/Marcos-meetings-business-leaders-Tony-Blair.html
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/09/23/2211585/marcos-business-groups-maximize-capabilities-enhance-economic-ties
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/9/24/Marcos-calls-for-peace-Taiwan-Korea-Russia-Ukraine.html
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/09/20/2211030/marcos-says-he-cannot-imagine-phls-future-without-us-partner
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/207156/marcos-jr-meets-us-president-joe-biden-to-hold-first-bilateral-talks-between-us-ph
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1670459/private-sector-delegation-says-us-trip-of-statesman-marcos-a-resounding-success
https://mb.com.ph/2022/09/21/romualdez-reacts-to-pbbms-un-speech-i-have-never-been-prouder/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1672490/fwd-palace-marcos-jr-s-us-trip-seen-to-generate-nearly-4-billion-in-investments
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1661514/bongbong-marcos-ph-shouldnt-be-left-behind-in-tech-innovations
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/09/03/2207017/us-defense-treaty-philippines-ironclad
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/09/22/readout-of-president-bidens-meeting-with-philippine-president-ferdinand-marcos-jr/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/843694/philippine-us-coast-guard-hold-search-and-rescue-exercise-off-bataan/story/
https://ph.usembassy.gov/u-s-philippines-conduct-training-on-chemical-biological-radioactive-and-nuclear-threat-response/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-ramps-up-protests-against-china-over-with-marcos-in-power
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/9/9/Imee-Marcos-DFA.html
https://mb.com.ph/2022/09/12/admiral-abu-shields-pcg-from-imees-criticisms/
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/9/26/China-national-day--urges-PH-preserve-friendship.html
https://ph.news.yahoo.com/philippines-wants-joint-explorations-with-china-amid-wps-dispute-085440570.html
https://mb.com.ph/2022/09/03/us-approves-1-1-billion-in-arms-for-taiwan-angering-china/
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/09/14/taiwan-bill-clears-senate-panel-00056769
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/taiwan-policy-act-09152022025557.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u1UC89H4Swc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u1UC89H4Swc
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3192964/biden-says-us-troops-would-defend-taiwan-attack-beijing
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1666814/china-lodges-complaint-after-biden-says-us-would-defend-taiwan-in-a-chinese-invasion
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1666814/china-lodges-complaint-after-biden-says-us-would-defend-taiwan-in-a-chinese-invasion
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1667345/analysis-biden-hints-at-risky-policy-shift-on-taiwan-independence
https://nypost.com/2022/09/19/biden-says-us-troops-would-defend-taiwan-white-house-backtracks-remarks/
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/206918/fwd-as-77th-unga-starts-taiwan-seeks-help-from-ph-about-inclusion-on-world-stage
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1659852/french-lawmakers-visit-taiwan-after-chinas-war-drill-threats
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1656894/taiwan-tycoon-to-train-three-million-civilian-warriors
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1659264/china-drills-improved-taiwans-combat-abilities-president-tsai-says
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/world/2022/9/21/US-Canadian-warships-sail-through-Taiwan-Strait.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/world/2022/9/21/US-Canadian-warships-sail-through-Taiwan-Strait.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/world/2022/9/7/russia-north-korea-rockets-artillery-shells-purchase.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/world/2022/9/14/analysis-Putin-Xi-Jinping-setbacks-Ukraine.html
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/world/2022/9/16/Xi-Jinping---China-is-ready-to-work-with-Russia--on-respective--core-interests---Chinese-state-media-reports.html
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/chinese-president-xi-jinping-leave-china-first-time-covid-19-pandemic-began-meet-putin-2931861
https://europeanconservative.com/articles/news/vostok-2022/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/09/09/north-korea-law-allows-for-nuclear-first-strike-makes-programme-irreversible/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1671430/north-korea-blames-us-for-first-use-nuclear-doctrine
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1668901/yoon-kishida-agree-to-cooperate-on-north-korea-improve-bilateral-relations
https://mb.com.ph/2022/09/26/us-south-korea-begin-naval-drills-after-norths-missile-test/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2022/09/16/commentary/world-commentary/xi-jinping-communist-vision/
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ideologies and powers will determine the outlook and survival of such order. Cooperation among the international 
community is vital for this order to persist. 
 
Taiwan warned in mid-September how the states such as Russia and China could threaten global peace. Likewise, 
the Philippines expressed concern over possible nuclear proliferation. Recent years and recent events have given 
credence to assertion. Russia has doubled-down its policy regarding Ukraine with the pronouncement of the Russian 
World; North Korea made nuclear weapons inseparable from its foreign policy; and China has spent years 
undermining norms in the Indo-Pacific, from the Philippines to Japan. 
 
Cooperation among allied states remains paramount. The Philippines demonstrated this well with the recent visits 
of President Marcos, a breath of fresh air after his predecessor’s controversial policies and rhetoric. The Philippines 
has the opportunity to expand relations bilaterally and trilaterally with its regional neighbors such as Japan and South 
Korea and with other Western powers such as Australia, Germany, France, and Norway. In a recent forum, the French 
envoy to the Philippines reaffirmed commitment to shared values and the protection of sovereignty. The issue and 
strong possibility of being entangled into an armed conflict involving Taiwan further presents the Philippines with 
the opportunity for enhancing relations. It can also use the example and best practices of other nations such as Japan 
to further develop itself economically and to establish a credible deterrence. It is fundamental that the Philippines 
prioritizes engagements with like-minded allies as when South Korean and European firms won a contract to develop 
Sangley Point International Airport. All of these should be oriented towards the Philippines becoming self-reliant, 
not being overly dependent on the strength of its allies. It should take inspiration from states like India which made 
news early in the month by commissioning its first locally built aircraft carrier. The Philippines must continue to 
enhance its relationships, emulating their best practices, and all that builds toward the preservation and 
advancement of its interests and that of the rules-based order. 

https://mb.com.ph/2022/09/16/taiwan-warns-russia-china-ties-harm-international-peace/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/09/27/ph-wary-of-looming-arms-race-use-of-nuclear-weapon-amid-russia-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.reuters.com/world/putin-approves-new-foreign-policy-doctrine-based-russian-world-2022-09-05/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1662540/chinas-provocations-near-senkaku-islands-have-become-the-norm
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1662540/chinas-provocations-near-senkaku-islands-have-become-the-norm
https://www.philstar.com/news-commentary/2022/09/03/2207132/strengthening-philippines-trilateral-security-relations-us-australia
https://dfa.gov.ph/dfa-news/dfa-releasesupdate/31062-senior-officials-from-the-philippines-and-japan-meet-to-deepen-strategic-partnership
https://dfa.gov.ph/dfa-news/dfa-releasesupdate/31117-ph-rok-agree-to-strengthen-maritime-cooperation-at-inaugural-maritime-dialogue
https://dfa.gov.ph/dfa-news/dfa-releasesupdate/31117-ph-rok-agree-to-strengthen-maritime-cooperation-at-inaugural-maritime-dialogue
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-philippines-could-be-australias-most-important-defence-partner-in-southeast-asia/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1656761/germany-says-it-will-expand-military-presence-in-indo-pacific
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2022/9/17/Bongbong-Marcos-Emmanuel-Macron-phone-call.html
https://dfa.gov.ph/dfa-news/dfa-releasesupdate/31107-secretary-manalo-norway-foreign-minister-huitfeldt-affirm-mutual-commitment-on-maritime-affairs
https://manilastandard.net/news/314259341/ph-govt-joins-defense-forum-with-france.html
https://manilastandard.net/news/314260701/envoy-france-commits-to-preserve-rule-of-law-in-indo-pacific.html
https://chinapower.csis.org/survey-experts-china-approach-to-taiwan/
https://chinapower.csis.org/survey-experts-china-approach-to-taiwan/
https://thediplomat.com/2022/09/the-philippines-and-the-fourth-taiwan-strait-crisis/
https://mb.com.ph/2022/09/22/ph-can-use-japans-economic-success-as-a-roadmap-alan-cayetano/
https://www.19fortyfive.com/2022/08/controlling-the-first-island-chain-how-to-ensure-china-cant-dominate-the-pacific/
https://eurasiantimes.com/china-loses-11b-dollar-deal-korean-european-firms-win-contract/
https://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/library/news/india/2022/india-220902-india-pib01.htm?_m=3n.002a.3419.pk0ao44mrf.368i

